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It was our belief that the 
love of possessions is a 


This history of Chief American [R@igaORoOGe 


Its appeal is to the material 


Horse is from the writings of PEAT Mi Sm ENA 
it will in time disturb one’s 
Charles Alexander spiritual balance. Therefore, 
1 1+4 ami area ele 
Eastman with additional om Bee 
notes and illustrations from UAC 


what they prize most, 


various sources by the author that they may taste the 


happiness of giving. 
Larry W Jones. 
~Ohiyesa 
(Charles Alexander Eastman) 
Wahpeton Santee Sioux 





Charles Alexander Eastman (born Hakadah and later 
named Ohiye S'a; February 19, 1858 — January 8, 1939) was 

a Santee Dakota physician educated at Boston University, 
writer, national lecturer, and reformer. In the early 20th 
century, he was "one of the most prolific authors and speakers 
on Sioux ethnohistory and American Indian affairs." 


Eastman was of Santee Dakota, English and French ancestry. 
After working as a physician on reservations in South Dakota, 
he became increasingly active in issues on Native 

American rights. He is considered the first Native American 
author to write American history from the Native American 
point of view. 
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One of the wittiest and shrewdest of the Sioux chiefs was 
American Horse, who succeeded to the name and position of an 
uncle, killed in the battle of Slim Buttes in 1876. The younger 
American Horse was born a little before the encroachments of 


ee 





the whites upon the Sioux country became serious and their 
methods aggressive, and his early manhood brought him into 
that most trying and critical period of our history. He had been 
tutored by his uncle, since his own father was killed 1n battle 
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missionaries, emigrants, soldiers, miners, ranchers and 
homesteaders interacted and left their mark on a place that 
would become famous in the history of the American west. 


Indian tribes, especially the Lakota (Sioux), traded tanned 
buffalo robes here for a variety of manufactured goods. Each 
spring caravans arrived with trade goods at the fort. In the 
fall, tons of buffalo hides and other furs were shipped east. 


Fort Laramie soon became the principal military outpost on 
the Northern Plains. Fort Laramie also became the primary 
hub for transportation and communication through the 
central Rocky Mountain region as emigrant trails, stage 
lines, the Pony Express, and the transcontinental telegraph 
all passed through the post. 


As conflicts grew, major military campaigns were launched 

from the fort against the Northern Plains tribes, who fiercely 
defended their homeland against further encroachment by a 
nation moving west. 


When he was born, his old grandfather said: “Put him out in the 
sun! Let him ask his great-grandfather, the Sun, for the warm 
blood of a warrior!” And he had warm blood. He was a genial 
man, liking notoriety and excitement. He always seized an 
opportunity to leap into the center of the arena. 


In early life he was a clownish sort of boy among the boys — an 
expert mimic and impersonator. This talent made him popular 
and in his way a leader. He was a natural actor, and early 
showed marked ability as a speaker. 
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‘ American Horse was about ten 
| Drawing of Crow braves years old when he was attacked 
| by three Crow warriors, while 
driving a herd of ponies to 
water. Here he displayed native 
cunning and initiative. It 
seemed he had scarcely a 
chance to escape, for the 
enemy was near. 


He yelled frantically at the 
ponies to start them toward 
home, while he dropped off 
into a thicket of willows and 
hid there. A part of the herd was caught in sight of the camp 
and there was a counter chase, but the Crows got away with the 
ponies. 





Of course his mother was frantic, believing her boy had been 
killed or captured; but after the excitement was over, he 
appeared in camp unhurt. When questioned about his escape, 
he remarked: “I knew they would not take the time to hunt for 
small game when there was so much bigger close by.” 


When he was quite a big boy, he joined in a buffalo hunt, and 
on the way back with the rest of the hunters his mule became 
unmanageable. American Horse had insisted on riding him in 
addition to a heavy load of meat and skins, and the animal 
evidently resented this, for he suddenly began to run and kick, 
scattering fresh meat along the road, to the merriment of the 
crowd. 
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(Note) This lance is paraphernalia used by the Brave Heart 
Society, also called Strong Hearts or Cante Tinza (in Lakota). 
The Brave Heart members led the charge into battle, carrying 
this spear. Their war cry was "Hoka hey!"--It is a good day 
to die! Sitting Bullis perhaps the best known member of the 
Brave Hearts, which only the bravest Lakota were allowed to 
join. This staff was in the care of the Iron Cloud family, who 
long ago had a grandfather who was a Brave Heart. 


The shaft of the spear has a thin sheet metal head which ts 
somewhat flexible. This spear was primarily a symbol of the 
Strong Heart society, rather than a weapon, but there is the 
blue-black hair lock of a Mandan attached below the spear 
point indicating it was used to strike an enemy. This hair is 
tied with buckskin and wrapped with porcupine quill 
wrapping. Such hair was believed to render special power to 
the spear. The seven-foot staff 1s wrapped with tanned hair- 
on buffalo on either side of the buffalo rawhide in the middle. 


Four feathers adorn the shaft, a sacred number to the Lakota. 


This Brave Heart lance had a red trade cloth with dozens of 
black and white feathers tied along its length for special 
occasions. Other times, this bridal string of feathers were 
wrapped to maintain their power. When the family sold the 
lance to a medicine man, they retained the sash of feathers. 
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It was several years later that he went to sleep early one night 
and slept soundly, having been scouting for two nights 
previous. It happened that there was a raid by the Crows, and 
when he awoke in the midst of the yelling and confusion, he 
sprang up and attempted to join in the fighting. Everybody 
knew his voice in all the din, so when he fired his gun and 


announced a coup, as was the custom, others rushed to the spot, 


to find that he had shot a hobbled pony belonging to their own 
camp. The laugh was on him, and he never recovered from his 
chagrin at this mistake. In fact, although he was undoubtedly 
fearless and tried hard to distinguish himself in warfare, he did 
not succeed. 


It is told of him that he 
once went with a war party 
of young men to the Wind 
River country against the 
Shoshones. At last they 
discovered a large camp, 
but there were only a dozen 
or so of the Sioux, 

therefore they hid he it 
themselves and watched for their spporunitys to atiack an 
isolated party of hunters. 


(Note) Wyoming’s Wind River Country is home to the 
seventh largest Indian reservation in the country. 
Encompassing more than 2.2 million acres, the Wind River 
Indian Reservation is home to the Eastern Shoshone and the 
Northern Arapaho tribes. 


Fort Washakie is the oldest community on the reservation. 
Originally called Fort Brown, the name was changed in 1878 
to honor Chief Washakie, who negotiated the treaty 
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establishing the reservation. The legendary Buffalo Soldiers- 
the name given to U.S. Cavalrymen of African descent-were 
stationed at Fort Washakie in the late 1800s. 


Fort Washakie is home to the Shoshone Tribal Cultural Center 
and the cemeteries where both Chief Washakie and Lewis and 
Clark’s Shoshone guide, Sacajawea, are buried. 


While waiting thus, they ran short of food. One day a small 
party of Shoshones was seen near at hand, and in the midst of 
the excitement and preparations for the attack, young American 
Horse caught sight of a fat black-tail deer close by. Unable to 
resist the temptation, he pulled an arrow from his quiver and 
sent it through the deer’s heart, then with several of his half- 
starved companions sprang upon the 
yet quivering body of the animal to 
cut out the liver, which was 
sometimes eaten raw. 





One of the men was knocked down, it is said, by the last kick of 
the dying buck, but having swallowed a few mouthfuls the 
watriors rushed upon and routed their enemies. It is still told of 
American Horse how he killed game and feasted between the 
ambush and the attack. 


At another time he was drying his sacred war bonnet and other 
gear over a small fire. These articles were held in great 
veneration by the Indians and handled accordingly. Suddenly 
the fire blazed up, and our hero so far forgot himself as to begin 
energetically beating out the flames with the war bonnet, 
breaking off one of the sacred buffalo horns in the act. 
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haps and exploits. I 
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will give one of them in his own words as well as I can 


One could almost fill a book with h 
remember them. 
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“We were as promising a party of young warriors as our tribe 
ever sent against any of its ancestral enemies. It was 
midsummer, and after going two days’ journey from home we 


began to send two scouts 
ahead daily while the main 
body kept a half day behind. 
The scouts set out every 
evening and traveled all night. 
One night the great war pipe 
was held out to me and to 
Young-Man-A fraid-of- His- 
Horses. 


(Note) Young-Man-Afraid- 
of-His-Horses [Thastinke 
Khokiphapi] (1836 — July 13, 
1893), also translated as His- 
Horses-Are-Afraid and They- 


Fear-Even-His-Horses, was a chief of the Oglala Sioux. 


Commonly misinterpreted, his name means They fear his 
horse or His horse is feared, meaning that the bearer of the 
name was so feared in battle that even the sight of his horse 


would inspire fear. 


He is known for his participation in Red Cloud's War, as a 
negotiator for the Sioux Nation after the Wounded Knee 
Massacre, and for serving on delegations to Washington, 


D.C. 
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At daybreak, having met no one, we hid our horses and climbed 
to the top of the nearest butte to take an observation. It was a j 
very hot day. We lay flat on our blankets, facing the west where g 
the cliff fell off in a sheer descent, and with our backs toward 
the more gradual slope dotted with scrub pines and cedars. We 
stuck some tall grass on our heads and proceeded to study the 
landscape spread before us for any sign of man. ; 





“The sweeping valleys were dotted with herds, both large and 
small, of buffalo and elk, and now and then we caught a 
glimpse of a coyote slinking into the gulches, returning from 
night hunting to sleep. While intently watching some moving 
body at a distance, we could not yet tell whether of men or 
animals, I heard a faint noise behind me and slowly turned my 
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‘Run!’ I yelled into the ear of my companion, and we both 
leaped to our feet in a second. ’Separate! separate!’ he shouted, 
and as we did so, the bear chose me for his meat. I ran downhill 
I took a deep breath and made a last spurt, desperately circling 
the first tree I came to. As the ground was steep just there, I 


as fast as I could, but he was gaining. Dodge around a tree!’ 
turned a somersault one way and the bear the other. 


head. Behold! a grizzly bear sneaking up on all fours and 
screamed Young-Man-Afra 


almost ready to spring! 
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I picked myself up in time to 
climb the tree, and was fairly out 
of reach when he gathered himself 
together and came at me more 
furiously than ever, holding in one 
paw the shreds of my breechcloth, 
for in the fall he had just scratched 
my back and cut my belt in two, 
and carried off my only garment 
for a trophy! 





“My friend was well up another tree and laughing heartily at 
my predicament, and when the bear saw that he could not get at 
either of us he reluctantly departed, after I had politely 
addressed him and promised to make an offering to his spirit on 
my safe return. I don’t think I ever had a narrower escape,” he 
concluded. 


During the troublous times from 1865 to 1877, American Horse 
advocated yielding to the government at any cost, being no 
doubt convinced of the uselessness of resistance. He was not a 
recognized leader until 1876, when he took the name and place 
of his uncle. Up to this time he bore the nickname of 
Manishnee (Can not walk, or Played out.) 
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When the greater part of the Ogallalas, to which band he 
belonged, came into the reservation, he at once allied himself 
with the peace element at the Red Cloud agency, near Fort 
Robinson, Nebraska, and took no small part in keeping the 
young braves quiet. 


(Note) The Red Cloud Agency was an Indian agency for the 
Oglala Lakota as well as the Northern Cheyenne and 
Arapaho, from 1871 to 1878. It was located at three different 
sites in Wyoming Territory and Nebraska before being 
moved to South Dakota. It was then renamed the Pine Ridge 
Reservation. 


As stipulated in the Fort Laramie Treaty (1868), the US 
government built Indian agencies for the various Lakota and 
other Plains tribes. These were forerunners to the modern 
Indian reservations. 


The Red Cloud Agency was established for the Oglala Lakota 
in 1871 on the North Platte River in Wyoming Territory. The 
location was one mile west of the present town of Henry, 
Nebraska. 


Since the older and better-known chiefs, with the exception of 
Spotted Tail, were believed to be hostile at heart, the military 
made much use of him. Many of his young men enlisted as 
scouts by his advice, and even he himself entered the service. 
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In the early part of the year 1876, there was a rumor that certain 
bands were in danger of breaking away. Their leader was one 
Sioux Jim, so nicknamed by the soldiers. American Horse went 
to him as peacemaker, but was told he was a woman and no 
brave. He returned to his own camp and told his men that Sioux 
Jim meant mischief, and in order to prevent another calamity to 
the tribe, he must be chastised. 


He again approached the warlike Jim with several warriors at 
his back. The recalcitrant came out, gun in hand, but the wily 
chief was too quick for him. He shot and wounded the rebel, 
whereupon one of his men came forward and killed him. 


(Note) According to the Thomas Powers Crazy Horse 
biography Sioux Jim (aka Fish Guts) was killed by American 
Horse and others, acting on behalf of the US Army. Still 
according Powers, Sioux Jim, who was a brother of Little Big 
Man, was an ex-scout at Fort Laramie (mid-1860s) and 
wanted for the murder of two (pregnant) white women in the 
Wind River area 1873. 


Colonel Mackenzie had just arrived at Camp Robinson and 
following the Army's change in tactics after the Little 
Bighorn, began clamping down on the agency bands at the 
various agencies. A census by the army that month created 
considerable unrest. Then Mackenzie received word that 
Sioux Jim was in the Wagluhe or Loafer village, led by Blue 
Horse. 


Early on the morning of Aug. 31, Major Gordan led four 
companies of cavalry to the Wagluhe village, said to number 
about 50 lodges near the agency, to arrest Sioux Jim. Sioux 
Jim could not be found but Gordan did capture Sioux Jim's 
wife and one of his sons. They were taken back to Camp 
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Robinson and placed in the guardhouse. Gordan also 
arrested Blue Horse and apparently several other headmen 
for a short time, to serve as a warning against not following 
Mackenzie's orders. Shortly after the troops left, Sioux Jim 
came back to the village where American Horse attempted to 
arrest him. In the process, American Horse shot and killed 
Sioux Jim. The date of Sioux Jim's death is from Mackenzie's 
reports to General Crook and General Sheridan, both dated 
Sept. 2, 1876. 


This quelled the people for the time being and up to the killing 
of Crazy Horse. In the crisis precipitated by this event, 
American Horse was again influential and energetic in the 
cause of the government. From this time on he became an 
active participant in the affairs of the Teton Sioux. 


He was noted for his eloquence, which was nearly always 
conciliatory, yet he could say very sharp things of the duplicity 
of the whites. He had much ease of manner and was a master of 
repartee. I recall his saying that if you have got to wear golden 
slippers to enter the white man’s heaven no Indian will ever get 
there, as the whites have got the Black Hills and with them all 
the gold. 


It was during the last struggle of his people, at the time of the 
Messiah craze in 1890-1891 that he demonstrated as never 
before the real greatness of the man. While many of his friends 
were carried away by the new thought, he held aloof from it 
and cautioned his band to do the same. When it developed into 
an extensive upheaval among the nations he took his positive 
stand against it. 
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(Note) The Messiah Craze or Ghost Dance (Caddo: 
Nanissaanah,/1] also called the Ghost Dance of 1890) was a 
new religious movement incorporated into numerous Native 
American belief systems. According to the teachings of the 
Northern Paiute spiritual leader Wovoka (renamed Jack 
Wilson), proper practice of the dance would reunite the living 
with spirits of the dead, bring the spirits to fight on their 
behalf, end American westward expansion, and bring peace, 
prosperity, and unity to Native American peoples throughout 
the region. 


The basis for the Ghost Dance is the circle dance, a traditional 
Native American dance. The Ghost Dance was first practiced 
by the Nevada Northern Paiute in 1889. The practice swept 
throughout much of the Western United States, quickly 
reaching areas of California and Oklahoma. As the Ghost 
Dance spread from its original source, different tribes 
synthesized selective aspects of the ritual with their own 


beliefs. 


Presently all Indians who did not dance the Ghost Dance were 
ordered to come into camp at Pine Ridge agency. American 
Horse was the first to bring in his people. I was there at the 
time and talked with him daily. When Little was arrested, it had 
been agreed among the disaffected to have him resist, which 
meant that he would be roughly handled. 


This was to be their excuse to attack the Indian police, which 
would probably lead to a general massacre or outbreak. I know 
that this desperate move was opposed from the beginning by 
American Horse, and it was believed that his life was 
threatened. 
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On the day of the “Big Issue’, when thousands of Indians were 
gathered at the agency, this man Little, who had been in hiding, 
walked boldly among them. Of course the police would arrest 
him at sight, and he was led toward the guardhouse. He 
struggled with them, but was overpowered. A crowd of 
watriors rushed to his rescue, and there was confusion and a 
general shout of “Hurry up with them! Kill them all!” I saw 
American Horse walk out of the agent’s office and calmly face 
the excited mob. 


“What are you going to do?” he asked. “Stop, men, stop and 
think before you act! Will you murder your children, your 
women, yes, destroy your nation to-day?” He stood before 
them like a statue and the men who held the two policemen 
helpless paused for an instant. 


He went on: “You are brave to-day because you outnumber the 
white men, but what will you do to-morrow? There are 
railroads on all sides of you. The soldiers will pour in from 
every direction by thousands and surround you. You have little 
food or ammunition. It will be the end of your people. Stop, I 
say, stop now!” 


Jack Red Cloud, son of the old chief rushed up to him and 
thrust a revolver almost in his face. “It is you and men like 
you,” he shouted, “who have reduced our race to slavery and 
starvation!’’ American Horse did not flinch but deliberately 
reentered the office, followed by Jack still flourishing the 
pistol. But his timely appearance and eloquence had saved the 
day. Others of the police force had time to reach the spot, and 
with a large crowd of friendly Indians had taken command of 
the situation. 
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“They fled by the back door,” he replied, smiling. “I think they 
are in the cellar. These fools outside had almost caught us 

a 
(Note) The United States Indian Industrial School in Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania, generally known as Carlisle Indian Industrial 


When I went into the office I found him alone but apparently 
asleep, but I think it is over now.” 


quite calm. “Where are the agent and the clerks?” I asked. 
American Horse was one of the earliest advocates of educat 
for the Indian, and his son Samuel and nephew Robert were 
among the first students at Carlisle. I think one or two of his 
in the new situation that confronted them was manly and 


daughters were the handsomest Ind 


ever saw. His recor 
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he assisted in driving 800 half-wild horses 62 miles in two days, 
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Gulch Ranch outside of Craig Colorado. 


His book, “The Oldest Greenhorn”, chronicles the adventures 
and perils in earning the “Gate-to-Gate” trophy belt buckle the 
hard way. 


Other short story books include: 

A Squirrel Named Julie and The Fox Ridge Fox 
The Painting Of A Dream 

The Boy With Green Thumbs and The Wild Tree Man 
Red Cloud — Chief Of the Sioux 

Spotted Tail — The Orphan Negotiator 

Little Crow — The Fur Trapper’s Patron 

Chief Gall — The Strategist 

Crazy Horse — The Vision Quest Warrior 
Sitting Bull - The Powder River Power 
Rain-In-The-Face — The Setting Sun Brave 
Two Strike — The Lakota Club Fighter 

Up and Over — A Hike In The Rockies 


All his publications are available on Lulu.com. 
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